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This Permit does not meet Basic 
Legal Requirements 

• Key Problem is that it does not have adequate 
monitoring and reporting requirements to 
effectively ID violations and take Enforcement 
Actions 

• Need to have a baseline and feedback mechanisms 
from all growers that can indicate: 

– Where growers are causing or contributing to 
exceedences  as well as degradation (violations of the 
permit) and  

– Where growers are failing to implement BPTC when 
degradation is occurring.  

 



This Board Cannot Allow Further 
Significant Delay  

• Current Program is in direct violation of the 
law because it does not protect groundwater. 

• If passage of this WDR is delayed because of 
CEQA, Board should at a minimum require all 
growers to submit a Report of Waste 
Discharge (ROWD). 

– Board Could allow options of Coalitions to submit 
a compilation that could take the form of a 
cooperative GAR/ Farm evaluation type analysis. 

 

 

 

 



If allow degradation, need to 
perform anti-deg analysis and 

weigh costs 

• Currently no effort to estimate costs to 
communities, instead pretends there will not 
be any. 

• There is information through UC Davis Nitrate 
report and other sources to inform estimates. 

• Should balance against grower costs of higher 
degradation protections, not of costs of 
implementing basic regulatory program.  



The Human Costs 
of Nitrate-

contaminated 
Drinking Water 

• Communities in the 
Tulare Basin are 
incredibly vulnerable.  
For example: Beverly 
Grand with a household 
income of $1,343 per 
month; 

• Inequities lead to a 
steep cost that includes 
poor health outcomes; 

• A basic need and a 
human right 
 

 



Summary of Nitrate Management Options  
Addressing Nitrate Contamination in California Drinking Water: Technical Report 6 – Treatment of Nitrate in Drinking Water 

https://watershed.ucdavis.edu/library/addressing-nitrate-california%E2%80%99s-drinking-water-technical-report-6-treatment-nitrate-drinking
https://watershed.ucdavis.edu/library/addressing-nitrate-california%E2%80%99s-drinking-water-technical-report-6-treatment-nitrate-drinking
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IMPACTED COMMUNITIES IN THE 
TULARE LAKE BASIN 



MONSON, CA 

 



Tooleville 


